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FOR SALE 

HISTORIC GOV. JAQUES DUPRÉ HOUSE  
JARREAU, POINTE COUPÉE PARISH, LOUISIANA 

MINUTES FROM FALSE RIVER 

 

 
 

Rare, exceptional Creole plantation built c. 1790-1820.   

Meticulous restoration.  Total living area 2,658 sq. ft.   

Original cypress and stone floors, six wood-burning fireplaces.   

Sits on 34.8 bucolic acres with pond, guest house, 18th-century Creole barn.   

Featured on the cover of Creole Houses: Traditional Homes of Old Louisiana. 

30 minutes from downtown Baton Rouge, LA & BTR airport. 

Offered at $1,495,000 
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Land:  34.8 acres + / - 

 

Total Living Area:  2,658 sq. ft. 

Price per sq. ft.:  $562.45 

 

Main House Living Area:  2,235 sq ft. 

Main House Porches:  1,268 sq. ft. 

2 Bathrooms, 3 Bedrooms 

 

Guest House Living Area:   422 sq. ft. 

Guest House Porches:  279 sq. ft. 

1 Bathroom, 1 Bedroom 

 

18th-Century Barn moved from St. Landry Parish:  Approx. 1,054 sq. ft. 

Large Metal “Barn”:  Approx. 3,000 sq. ft. with a 20’ x 30’ air conditioned room, concrete floors 

 

Main house moved to current Point Coupee Parish site on October 17, 1994. 

Relisted to National Register of Historic Places on December 5, 2003. 

 

The main house, guest house, and log barn have treated hand split cedar shingles.   Four wood burning 

fireplaces in main house, and two in guest house.  All have gas starters.  Stove in main house is gas. 

 

Utilities: 

Main house & guest house both have green energy geothermal central air and heat, installed in stages:  

1st floor about 2001, 2nd floor about 2004.  Geothermal air and heat in guest house was installed 

between late 1995 and early 1996. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geothermal_energy 

 

Average electric bill for main house, guest house, and the 20’ x 30' room in the barn is $164.74.  This is 

an average of 27 months of 2011-2013. 

 

Taxes: 

$1,095 per year 

 

Security: 

Main house & guest house each have a security system 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geothermal_energy
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Dimensions 
 

DOWNSTAIRS MAIN HOUSE 

Kitchen – 9’ 7” x 10’ 

Living Room / Dining – 16’ 6” x 30’ 8” 

Bedroom – 13’ 9” x 16’ 6” 

Bathroom – 9’ 11” x 8’ 3” 

Storage – 3’ 5” x 10’ 2” 

Front Porch – 11’ 5” x 47’ 10” 

Back Porch – 10’ 10” x 18’ 8” 

*Ceiling Heights -  Kitchen:  7’ 11” 

    Bedroom:  7’ 3 ½” 

    Bathroom:  7’ 7” 

    Big Room:  7’ 3 ½” – 1’ 5” 

    Porches:  7’ 11” 

 

GUEST HOUSE 

Front Porch – 9’ 3” x 25’ 6” 

Back Porch – 8’ 1” x 16’ 10” 

Living Room – 12’ 8” x 15’ 4” 

Bedroom – 11’ 3” x 15’ 4” 

Bathroom – 7’ 3” x 7’ 9” 

*Ceiling Height -  8’ 4 ¼” 

 

 

   

*Measurements are from the floor to the bottom of the ceiling beam.   

 

 

UPSTAIRS MAIN HOUSE 

Porch – 10’ 10 ½” x 47’ 10” 

Bathroom – 10’ 2” x 12’ 10” 

Left Bedroom – 14’ 8” x 18’ 2” 

Salon – 18’ 2” x 18’ 2” 

Right Bedroom – 12’ 7” x 18’ 2” 

Enclosed Porch / Dining Room – 10’ 2” x 22’ 9” 

Laundry Room – 10’ 2” x 10’ 2” 

*Ceiling Heights -  Bedrooms:  7’ 10” 

    Living Room:  8’ 9 ¾” 

    Bathroom & Utility Room:  7’ 10 ¾” 

    Front Porch:  7’ 11 ½” 
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The massive roof of wooden shingles is supported by a Norman truss.  Structural evidence suggests that 

the house originally had a double-pitch roof instead of this umbrella-style roof.  To the right and slightly 

behind the main house is a cottage that is used as a guesthouse. 

 

Images from Creole Houses are used with permission of photographers Steve Gross and Sue Daley. 
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The Governor Jaques Dupré House 

 
The namesake and longtime resident of this circa 1790-1820’s Creole raised cottage, Jaques 

Dupré, was a major landholder whose property included much of present-day Saint Landry Parish.  A 

cattle rancher, he was active in state politics during the Jacksonian era and served briefly as Louisiana’s 

governor from 1830-31, after the sitting governor died in office.   

 

 The house stood for generations near Opelousas, in the heart of Louisiana’s cattle-ranching 

Acadian country, about eighty miles west of Baton Rouge.  But it had fallen into disrepair by the mid-

1990s, when the present owner acquired and relocated it some forty miles east to a former soybean 

field near Jarreau, in Pointe Coupee’s False River area. 

 

 The owner restored and furnished the house with passion and verve, doing much of the work 

with her own hands.  In the late 1990s she planted an allée of live oaks that will in time beautifully 

frame the entry.  That landscaping decision underscores the principle guiding the owner’s restoration: It 

is meant not only for the present, but for the future as well.  She also restored some of the furnishings 

and has undertaken repairs in the upper walls, mixing the mud-based bousillage herself. 

 

The ground floor, comprising the dining and sitting room, kitchen, a bedroom, and a bath, was 

reconstructed with the original bricks, door and window casings.  She incorporated electricity and other 

modern conveniences.  The gallery never extended around to the back of the house; there, what may 

originally have been an open loggia between two cabinets, has been enclosed and now contains a 

staircase.   
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The ground floor porch beneath the gallery is paved in brick, a traditional treatment found at the 

original site.  The cylindrical columns, composed of courses of bricks shaped like slices of pie, stand upon 

square brick bases; some of the bricks bear the initials “J.D.” (presumably for Jaques Dupré).  The wear 

patterns on the cypress worktable suggest a mid-nineteenth-century origin.  Against the wall stand a pile 

(a large mortar made from a tree trunk) and its wooden pilon (pestle), used to pulverize corn to make 

file from sassafras leaves, and to remove the hulls from rice. 
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Sunlight floods the salon from doors which open to the gallery.  To the left, above a French side chair 

with gold-embossed, red leather seat, hangs a portrait of Jaques Dupré himself.  In the corner stands a 

rare Louisiana-made tall-case clock with a cabinet of cherry and cypress.  The portrait of Daniel Stewart 

above the fireplace is Jacques Amans – a favorite painter among Louisiana Creoles in the 1830s and 

1840s.  The Duncan Phyfe-style mahogany breakfast table is from New York and dates from 1810-20. 
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The roughhewn beams in the sitting area betray the ground floor’s original utilitarian use as a storage 

space; typically beams used in such houses’ living spaces were smoothly dressed.  The sandstone 

flagging is the original flooring.  The painted bench with cushions dates from about 1830 and possibly 

came from Baltimore.  The Louisiana walnut table, with turned legs and stretcher, dates from 1820-30.  

Above the fireplace is a painting from 1884-85 by William Henry Buck, who is associated with Louisiana’s 

“bayou school.” 
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The upstairs bath boasts a wood-enclosed, 

copper-plated tin tub and a hand-colored 

lithograph of Hayne Hudjihini (also known as 

Eagle of Delight), whose husband was chief of 

the Oto tribe.  It is one of the rare female 

portraits from Thomas McKenny and James 

Hall’s American Indian series.  To the left is the 

enclosed loggia, whose lower walls are painted 

in a terra-cotta matched to a similar paint 

found in the house.  To the right of the bath, 

past the curtained doorway, is a bedroom with 

a Louisiana mahogany armoire. 

 

 

 

 

 

A striped Acadian coverlet adorns an upstairs 

bedroom’s high-post Louisiana-made bed of 

cypress and cherry.  A laundry basket of split 

white oak holds more vintage Acadian 

bedclothes woven of Louisiana cotton.  By the 

bed, on the cypress floor, is an eighteenth-

century Spanish chamber pot.  The drop-front 

desk, made in Louisiana of cypress and cherry, 

dates from the 1810s. 
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The downstairs bedroom’s French-made walnut bed (late eighteenth or early nineteenth century) is 

dressed with textiles descended through generations of the owner’s family in Arkansas, including a quilt 

and a linsey-woolsey coverlet.  The early-nineteenth-century walnut chest at the foot of the bed is also a 

family piece from Maryland or Georgia.  Folded on top is a trio of Acadian woven blankets.  Throughout 

the house, curtains (usually toile) hang from simple forged iron rods and metal rings, a treatment 

described in early-nineteenth-century accounts. 
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MAIN HOUSE KITCHEN 
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MAIN HOUSE DOWNSTAIRS BATHROOM 
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MAIN HOUSE UPSTAIRS BATHROOM 
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1840’s CREOLE GUEST HOUSE 
From nearby property in Point Coupee Parish 

 

 

View from guest house back porch. 
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RARE LATE 18th-CENTURY BARN 
Originally located in Cecilia, St. Landry Parish, Louisiana  
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METAL BARN 

 

 
 

Approximately 3,000 sq. ft., including a 20’ x 30' air conditioned room.  Concrete floor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Peter W. Patout 
Historic Property Specialist 

cell 504 481 4790 

peterpatout@yahoo.com 

1111 Bourbon Street 

January 13, 2014                New Orleans, Louisiana 70116 USA 

24 
Talbot Historic Properties 

3938 Bienville Street     -     New Orleans, Louisiana    -    70119 USA    -    504 527 0902 

www.talbothp.com 

FIRST FLOOR - JAQUES DUPRÉ HOUSE 
13987 CHENAL ROAD, JARREAU, LOUISIANA 

 

 
Not to Scale 



Peter W. Patout 
Historic Property Specialist 

cell 504 481 4790 

peterpatout@yahoo.com 

1111 Bourbon Street 

January 13, 2014                New Orleans, Louisiana 70116 USA 

25 
Talbot Historic Properties 

3938 Bienville Street     -     New Orleans, Louisiana    -    70119 USA    -    504 527 0902 

www.talbothp.com 

SECOND FLOOR - JAQUES DUPRÉ HOUSE 
13987 CHENAL ROAD, JARREAU, LOUISIANA 

 

 
Not to Scale 
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Jaques Dupré House sits on 

a 34.8 acre pie shaped tract 

 B-2, shown in red 

 

Plat plan, dated July 29, 1974 
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AREA MAP 
 

 

 

 

 

Jaques Dupré  
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The following HABS drawings were done when it was on its original 

site in Saint Landry Parish. 
 

 
 

Governor Jaques Dupré House, Adjacent to Junction of LA Highway 10 & U.S. Highway 167, Opelousas, 

St. Landry Parish, LA.         HABS LA,49-OPEL,3- (10 sheets) 
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JAQUES DUPRÉ BIOGRAPHY 

JAQUES DUPRÉ was born in New Orleans, 
Louisiana on February 12, 1773. His education 
was limited and attained through private 
tutoring. During the War of 1812, he served as 
a major in the 16th Regiment of the Louisiana 
militia and participated in the Battle of New 
Orleans.  

Dupré entered politics in 1816, serving as a 
member of the Louisiana House of 
Representatives, a position to which he was 
reelected in 1822 and 1824. He also served as a 
member of the Louisiana State Senate from 
1829 to 1839. On January 14, 1830, Dupré was 
elected president of the senate, and 
consequently, he assumed the duties of the 
governorship, finishing out the unexpired term 
of Governor Derbigny. During his tenure, the 
merchant's insurance company was authorized, 
the state's first railroad was launched, the seat 
of government was moved back to New 
Orleans, and a bayou development company 
and a canal expansion company were both 
incorporated.  

After leaving office on January 31, 1831, Dupré 
returned to his senatorial seat. He also served 
as a Whig presidential elector in 1832, 1836, 
1840 and 1844. Governor Jaques Dupré passed 
away on September 14, 1846, and was buried 
at the St. Landry Church Cemetery in 
Opelousas, Louisiana. 

Sources: 

Dawson III, Joseph G. The Louisiana Governors: From Iberville to Edwards. Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana State University Press, 1990. 
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Governor Jaques Dupré Gravesite 
Opelousas Cemetery, Opelousas, St. Landry Parish, Louisiana 

 

 

HABS information:  http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?hh:1:./temp/~ammem_TwBa:: 
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Peter W. Patout 
Realtor & Historic Properties Specialist with Talbot Historic Properties 
Licensed in Louisiana & Mississippi 
 
Peter W. Patout is a native of south Louisiana and grew up among the cane fields of the Bayou Teche 
country.  Peter studied architecture for two years and received a business degree from University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette.  He also studied Louisiana architecture history at Tulane University in New 
Orleans.  The founder and owner of Peter Patout Antiques & Appraisals in New Orleans since 1984, his 
areas of expertise are Louisiana furniture, fine art, and decorative arts.  He is a historic property 
specialist, and is a proud long term resident and property owner in the French Quarter in New Orleans, 
and also owns a historic family house in Patoutville, Louisiana.  As a real estate agent with Talbot 
Historic Properties, he provides his clients with his expertise and enhances their experience in finding 
the most beautiful and significant historic homes.  For about 20 years, Peter has attended the Natchez 
Antiques Forum and more recently the Historic New Orleans Collection’s Forum.  A consummate 
ambassador for Louisiana, Peter and his family have accrued over 15 generations worth of regional 
insight, stretching from Natchez to the mouth of the Mississippi.   

Tracy Talbot 
Broker Realtor, Talbot Historic Properties 
Licensed in Louisiana & Mississippi 

 
Tracy Talbot is from the Bayou Lafourche area not far from Madewood Plantation. Her parents owned 
the land where Woodlawn Plantation home once stood. While attending Louisiana State University she 
obtained her Louisiana Real Estate License. Once completing her business degree at LSU Tracy moved 
west to Colorado. There she worked for a commercial real estate company and opened its residential 
division. She held a Colorado license at this time. Tracy relocated to San Francisco and got involved in 
the art business. When returning home to Louisiana she was able to combine art and architecture in her 
real estate business. "Architecture is art", she always says. She started Talbot Historic Properties in 2001 
in the French Quarter, but has extended her market as far as Albania Plantation in St. Mary Parish and 
Lakeside Plantation in Point Coupee Parish. Tracy's passion is to combine smart business with historic 
preservation. 
 

 
  Lakeside Plantation      Albania Plantation 
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