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Heavily Wooded Acreage Lots at Navarro Mills Lake 

Looking for a place to get away from 

the big city?  

Three parcels to choose from ranging from 11.25 

to 13.44 acres. All are heavily wooded with 

recently installed driving trails throughout. Each 

tract backs up to Corps of Engineers lakefront 

property. Recreational opportunities abound for 

fishing, hunting, 4 wheeling, camping and hiking. 

All sites have suitable building sites for building 

your dream home or cabin 
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Navarro Mills Lake  

* Offers some of the best crappie fishing in Texas and is 

home of the 4.56 lb. State Record White Crappie. 

* Has long been a well-kept secret of North Central 

Texas.  This beautiful lake is nestled among the rolling 

hills between Hillsboro and Corsicana and is surrounded 

by mature oak & pecan trees.  Escape the crowded lakes 

and visit Navarro Mills Lake. 

* Is a 5,070 acre lake located on Richland Creek, a 

tributary of the Trinity River in north central Texas 

between Hillsboro and Corsicana.  The U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers began construction on the lake in 1959 and 

completed the project in 1963.  The lake was primarily 

built for flood control and to supply water to the 

residents of Navarro County. 
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Home / Information / U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Lake History
History of Navarro Mills Lake 

During the 1940's and 1950's, some residents and community leaders in 
Navarro County, who recognized the potential for population growth, 
formed a small alliance devoted to preparing the towns and communities in 
the area for future demands. These visionaries and "forward thinkers" 
realized that the anticipated population increase would also bring about the 
need for a larger, more reliable source of water than was currently available. 
The community leaders met with state and national representatives to 
address the increasing demands for a reliable water supply and also 
discussed issues pertaining to flood protection for their houses, buildings 
and land, as well as the roads and bridges in the county. Congressmen, 
engineers and community leaders examined and investigated potential sites 
for a reservoir and eventually determined that the location near the Navarro 
Mills community would provide the greatest benefit to the public in the 
form of adequate flood protection and a reliable source of water. A bill was 
proposed, approved and apropriated to build the lake at it's current location. 
Construction began in January 1959 and the dam across Richland Creek was 
completed in March of 1963 at a cost of about $9.5 million. The lake has 
provided an immeasureable amount of flood protection for over 44 years 
and probably close to 100 billion gallons of water to the people of Navarro 
County. Add the incredibly diverse recreational opportunities that currently 
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exist and have been enjoyed over the years and it's easy to reach the 
conclusion that it was money extremely well spent. 

Note: 1963 proved to be a very good year for the Golden Circle as the 
Corsicana Tigers won the AAA state football championship that year. 

This page is currently under construction. If you have any useful 
information, please feel free to bring it by the office or send it to us. 

This site last updated on March 20, 2007 
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Home / Realestate / U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Adjacent Landowner Information
Adjacent Landowner Information 

Guidelines for Property
Adjacent to Public Land

It is the policy of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to manage the natural, 
cultural and developed resources of Navarro Mills Lake to provide the 
public with safe and healthful recreational opportunities, while protecting 
and enhancing those resources.

While private exclusive use of public land is not permitted, we do 
understand that property owners adjacent to public lands have the same 
rights and privileges as any other citizen. Therefore, the information 
contained in these guidelines is designed to acquaint the adjoining 
landowner, and other interested persons with the types of property involved 
in the management of Navarro Mills Lake.

Government Owned (Public) Land

Land which is owned in fee by the government consists of both the land 
where Navarro Mills Lake is located and the surrounding property. The 
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limits of this public land are defined by the U.S. boundary line, the corners 
of which are marked by concrete monuments. The boundary markers or 
monuments are each topped with a bronze cap.

As an Adjacent Landowner, You May:

1. 1.      Apply for a permit to mow or clear underbrush to reduce fire 
hazard or pest infestation. Upon inspection and approval, restrictions 
as to method of removal and types of vegetation to be removed will 
be included in the permit.

2. 2.      Apply for a license to place waterline over Government 
property to the lake, and to withdraw water for private use. As with 
above, a prior written request must be made. Water rights must be 
obtained from the Trinity River Authority before approval will be 
granted.

3. 3.      Construct a fence to or along the Government boundary line. 
4. 4.      Have unlimited pedestrian access to public land except those 

areas specifically restricted.

As an Adjacent Landowner, You May Not:

1. 1.      Use public lands for any type of private exclusive use, or for 
commercial purposes. 

2. 2.      Place unattended personal property of any kind on public land. 
3. 3.      Construct buildings, roads, improved pathways, or any other 

facilities on public land. 
4. 4.      Restrict public access to public land either verbally, by posting 

signs, or by any other method. 
5. 5.      Operate vehicles on public land, except on paved roadways and 

at authorized access points. 
6. 6.      Dispose of any type of garbage, debris, or other refuse on public 

land. 
7. 7.      Camp on public land, except in designated areas. 
8. 8.      Have fires on public land except in authorized receptacles. 
9. 9.      Gather fallen timber for firewood except for use on public lands. 

10. 10.  Allow horses, cattle, or other livestock on public land except by 
lease from the Government or as otherwise permitted. 

11. 11.  Destroy, alter, or remove any facility, vegetation, natural or 
archaeological feature.

Flowage Easement Land 

Flowage easement land is privately owned land on which the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers has acquired certain perpetual rights. Namely the right 
to flood it in connection with the operation of the reservoir; the right to 
prohibit construction or maintenance of any structure for human habitation; 
the right to approve all other structures constructed on flowage easement 
land, except fencing. The flowage easements at Navarro Mills Lake are 
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generally located between the Government boundary line and the contour 
established at 446' above mean sea level. A complete description of the 
flowage easement can be found in the deed to the property to which it is 
attached.

As an Owner of Flowage Easement Land, You May:

1. 1.      Mow, clear, plant vegetation, or otherwise use as desired if not 
in conflict with the terms of rights acquired by the government. 

2. 2.      Sell or lease the land to others, subject to all restrictions 
contained in the flowage easement instrument. 

3. 3.      Construct a fence to or along the Government boundary line.

As an Owner of Flowage Easement Land, You May Not:

1. 1.      Construct or maintain any structure for human habitation, 
permanent or temporary, on the flowage easement land. 

2. 2.      Place or construct any other structure or appurtenances to 
existing structures on the flowage easement land without prior written 
approval of the District Engineer. "Other structures" are construed to 
mean any kind of structure including but not limited to buildings, 
ramps, ditches, channels, dams, dikes, wells, earthen tanks, roads, 
utility lines and tramways.

With approval, almost any type of structure that does not reduce flood 
storage capacity or is not designed or intended to be used for human 
habitation may be constructed on the flowage easement land. With respect 
to construction of water wells, sewer lines, or septic systems, each case will 
be examined to ensure that pollution of the lake or interference with the 
operation of the reservoir will not occur. All proposed sewer line and septic 
system construction must be approved by the appropriate health 
departments and all septic systems must be located a minimum of 75 feet in 
horizontal distance from the contour line of 442 feet above mean sea level. 

Permit Applications

All requests involving public or flowage easement lands must include the 
following:

1. 1.      A letter of application. 
2. 2.      Detailed design plans of the proposed work including elevations 

at the proposed site. 
3. 3.      A map showing the location of the proposed action and the 

relationship with the U.S. boundary line. 
4. 4.      Written approval of the appropriate agencies.

We are engaged in preserving, maintaining and improving the resources at 
Navarro Mills Lake, both natural and developed. Your participation and 
assistance in these efforts is very much appreciated.
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Please address all permit applications or other correspondence to: Lake 
Manager, Navarro Mills Lake Office, 1175 FM 667, Purdon, Texas 76679. 
If you have any questions, you can reach us at (254) 578-1431, or E-mail us 
at CESWF-OD-NM@swf.usace.army.mil. Any correspondence should 
include a complete return address and phone number.

Example of Easement and Fee Land

This site last updated on March 21, 2007 
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